The Regional Academy
“Learning is the consequence of Exploration driven by Curiosity”
Overarching Principles
· De-concentrate Poverty

· Cultural Diversity

· Attention to Research:

-Brain

-Motivation

-Cultural

· 40 Developmental Assets

· Literacy vs. Reading

· Social Justice, Democracy in Action

· Parent-Community Involvement/Empowerment

· Democratic Management of School

· Serious Commitment from College

· Love of Students
Instructional Engine-Curriculum is a tool to make sense of the world-Context
· Curriculum driven by students’ passions & talents, therefore

art, music etc.  

· Integrated Interdisciplinary Curriculum

· Real-Life Projects vs. Simulation

· Secondary Internships

· Focus on Individual Progress vs. grade-level markers

· Big Picture Concepts
· Small Learning Communities

· Teacher as Advisor

· Advisory

· Curriculum without borders

· Self Discovery

· Assessment:

-Embedded in Instruction

-Exhibition

-Portfolios

Social Justice
· Service Learning

· Participatory Democracy

· Student, Parent, Teacher Governance

· Social Justice as a learning tool/force
· Freedom School Concepts

· Intergenerational Activities

The Regional School is about:

· Racial and Economic Integration essential to prepare
 
children to be global citizens

· Social Justice

· Democracy in action

· Solving real-world problems/thinking/creativity
· Developing caring communities and service to others

· Caring about the earth and humanity

· Human dignity

· Creating Student Leaders

· It’s about HOPE for children
Potential Design


Who

· Pre-K (beginning at age 3) through 16

· 50% from RCSD

· 50% from Surrounding Suburbs

· 40% poverty cap


How

· Blind lottery for RCSD

· Lottery for Surrounding Suburbs

· No Academic Entry Requirements

Planning Teams

Over 100 people including, professors, teachers, superintendents, principals, attorneys for social justice, graduate students, high school students, retired educators, mathematics, science, literacy, technology, art and music specialists, Nazareth College leaders, social justice activists, CEO from the Center for Change and many, many more.
