The Regional Academy
“Learning is the consequence of Exploration driven by Curiosity”
DRAFT

February, 2009

We believe that:

· Our learning environment is reflective of a global society that is culturally, economically, and regionally diverse.

· The culture of the school emerges from shared values of responsibility, respect, compassion, and sharing of knowledge.

· The family is valued as an intrinsic part of the school community.

· Students learn best in a small environment that is emotionally and physically safe, is beautiful and accessible, and provides state-of-the-art, flexible learning and exhibition spaces.

· Students are responsible for their own learning and for the learning and well-being of the larger school community.

· Commitment from adults in the school community (including families, teachers, and staff) to self-directed learning is essential.

· Curriculum emerges from students interests, learning preferences, and goals, and is driven by project-based, authentic experiences.

· Assessment focuses on student performances of understanding and is used by students and teachers in planning next steps in the curriculum. It is individualized, on-going, and authentic, and uses a variety of techniques that reflect each student’s learning preferences and growth.

· All members of the school community share an equal voice in the responsibility for effective operation of the school and for the quality of life at the school.

· The school community cares for the whole human being. Free play, nutritious food options, and physical activity are critical elements in the learning environment and are plentifully available everyday.

