ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Choir Practice: The choir practices at 7:45 P.M. in GAC 151
Feedback Sheet: Do you have any comments as to how we could improve the service? If yes, please fill out the comment sheet and give it to Tom.
Movie Night: On March 1st, we will be watching “The King’s Speech” at 6 P.M. in GAC  151. There will be (free) pizza.
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GATHERING MUSIC                                                              Eric Hauck

Please sign and pass the Friendship Binder, and kindly turn off phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                           Alison Schmied

INTROIT   #123  El Shaddai
In United Methodist Hymnal

CALL TO WORSHIP(stand, responsively)
One: We come this day to hear the Good News, to take it to heart,   
          to allow its renewing and transforming power to work within  
          us.
Many: We gather as children of God, thankful for the privilege of 
             worship.
One: We come this day to equip ourselves as speakers of Good 
           News, as translators of Word into action, as communicators 
           of Christ’s love.
Many: We gather as children of God, thankful for the power of 
             Spirited service.
One: We come this day to seek greater understanding of the Good 
          News, to envision a holy and hopeful future, to imagine the 
          many possible ways we can live out our calling.
Many: We gather as children of God, thankful for the promise of  
             our faith.

HYMN #2112   Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley
In The Faith We Sing

OPENING PRAYER(sit)
God of hope,  you call us home from the exile of selfish oppression 
to the freedom of justice,  the balm of healing, and the joy of sharing.  Make us strong to join you in your holy work,  as friends of strangers
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written: “’I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among those born of women there is no greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” All the people, even the tax collectors, acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by John.
HYMN (stand) #149 Great is Thy Faithfulness
In United Methodist Hymnal
SERMON(sit)                  “When Heroes Fail”             Rev. Katie Jo Suddaby
HYMN (stand) #419 I am thine O Lord.
In United Methodist Hymnal
BLESSING
SUNG RESPONSE
“Let There Be Peace on Earth
Let there be peace on Earth,
and let it begin with me;
Let there be peace on Earth,
the peace that was meant to be
With God our Creator,
Children all are we.
Let us walk with each other,
In perfect harmony
Let peace begin with me,
Let this be the moment now.
With every step I take,
Let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment
In peace eternally;
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.


God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
BIBLE READING: Luke 7:18-29
John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?’” At that very time, Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses, and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to Speak to the crowd about John : “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. But what did you go out to see?  A prophet? Yes, I tell    and victims,  companions of those whom others shun,  and as the happiness of those whose hearts are broken.  We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                            When God is with us, whom shall we fear? The God of salvation will never forsake you. God’s patience knows no limits. Wait for the Lord. Be strong and take heart. In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Amen.
SHARING SIGNS OF GOD’S PEACE
DOXOLOGY (stand)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts,
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

BIBLE READING: Isaiah 35: 1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 
WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK! How can we improve the service? Please let us know! Just fill out this sheet and give it to Tom sometime before he leaves. Thank you.
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