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Sundays at 8:30 pm in Linehan Chapel

WELCOME to a new semester, and to an ever-changing faith community. Christian faith teaches that
welcoming strangers is an important spiritual practice: by offering hospitality to all people, some people
have entertained angels without even knowing it (Hebrews 13:2).
If you’re reading this, you’re already a Protestant Worship “insider.” Not only have you made it through
your first week, you’ve made it onto the Protestant Worship Community’s elite email list. Congratulations!
Describing being on the email list as a sign of elite insider status is an exaggeration. That’s the problem
with labels: they often overstate the case and seldom cover every situation. Insiders can feel just as clueless as outsiders, and every believer has moments of doubt. In Paul’s 2nd letter to the Church in Corinth,
he encourages the church to live beyond the confines of labels:
"Dear, dear Corinthians, I can't tell you how much I long for you to enter this wide-open, spacious
life. We didn't fence you in. The smallness you feel comes from within you. Your lives aren't
small, but you're living them in a small way. I'm speaking as plainly as I can and with great
affection. Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively." (2 Corinthians 6:11-13, The Message)
“Living large” as Paul describes it here is part of accepting the expansive love God has shown us through
Jesus Christ. One of the fundamental practices of the Christian faith is having an open heart, sharing God’s
welcome with the stranger, as well as the old friend.
This week, take the risk to introduce yourself to someone the world might label as “different” from you,
and invite them to join your circle of friends. You could even invite them to come to Worship one Sunday
night at 8:30 in Linehan Chapel. Who knows? The person who was a stranger to you yesterday may be one
you call friend tomorrow.

Bible Verses for this week:
Need a ride to Church on Sunday? Let us know
and we will set it up!

Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Alison is on Campus Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Sunday evenings. Please stop by GAC 164 - or
send an email (aschmie1@naz.edu)- to set up a
time to chat. You can also text her at 585-410-2098.

Psalm 1
Philemon 1:1-1:21
Luke 14:25-33

Join the Nazareth College Protestant Worship group and page on Facebook!
The Protestant Worship Singers meet at 7:45pm on Sunday before the service, all are welcome!
Would you like to be more involved in Protestant Worship? We are currently looking for: Help Setting Up
the Space, Greeters, Liturgists, Scripture Readers, Artists, Snack People, Photographers, Prayer request
scribes, Musicians, and Help Cleaning Up. Let Alison know how you can help (aschmie1@naz.edu)!

Nazareth College Protestant Worship Newsletter

